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only by government officials of all classes, who,
though they pay nothing for horses, are always
served first at a post-station, even though the luck-
less holder of a privatne or second-class podarojna,
may have been waiting for his two or three days.
"We found this to our cost on several occasions,
notably on one, where, though our horses were
already harnessed, and we were about to start, a
'Government engineer dashed up, and producing
his kasiomne, had them taken away from us and
proceeded calmly on his way, leaving us to curse
him and our fate, and wait another twenty-four,
hours. In urgent cases, such as an imperial
messenger with despatches from Moscow or
Petersburg, the kasiomn^ is written in red
ink, and marked " Courier," when, though there
may be no horses available in the station, the
inhabitants of the village are bound to provide
them.

The ordinary podarojna is called the " Privatne,"
and costs twenty-five roubles. This entitles the
holder to horses at any station where they may be
available, but they must always be taken out and
handed qver to the fortunate possessor of a first-
class podarojna, should the latter make his appear-
ance before the tarantass has actually started. To
obviate this difficulty a private company has lately
been started at all the stations on the Great Post-
Road, to provide the holders of second-class poda-
rojnas with horses. They charge exorbitant fares,
however, and we always preferred to wait even two
or three days for the regular Government horses.
In some cases we found that the Government post-